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 Press  

 New Orleans, September 7, 2016 

Louisiana Stadium and Exposition District teams with 
Siemens to implement infrastructure and energy savings 
upgrades at the Mercedes-Benz Superdome 
 

• Improvements will help the LSED meet its sustainability goals while improving 
equipment performance and fan experience  

• The LSED projected to save more than $6.5 million over course of 10-year 
performance contract  

 

 

The Louisiana Stadium and Exposition District (LSED) and Siemens are working together to 

implement technological advancements and energy efficiency upgrades at the Mercedes-Benz 

Superdome.  Since opening in 1975, in addition to being the home of the New Orleans Saints, the 

Allstate Sugar Bowl, and the Bayou Classic, the Superdome has hosted seven NFL Super Bowls, 

five NCAA Final Fours, and legendary entertainment acts.  While many other stadiums built in the 

1970s have been demolished or are no longer available for professional sporting events, the 

Superdome continues to not only be a viable facility, but a destination for world class events such 

as WrestleMania XXX and four College Football Championships. 

 

The recently completed energy savings performance contract (ESPC), which was structured at no 

initial cost to the LSED, provides improvements to the stadium’s lighting, temperature systems, and 

energy management platform.  This project will not only result in cost savings, but will also provide a 

better experience for fans, players, and performers. 

 

“This is another important step we are taking to preserve the iconic Mercedes-Benz Superdome.  

The Superdome is a 41-year-old building, and some of the equipment is original to when the 

stadium was first built,” said Kyle France, Chairman of the Louisiana Stadium and Exposition 

District. “The savings realized through this project will have a huge impact.  We spend about $5 

million in utilities annually, so even a small percentage in savings turns into real dollars for our 

operations.” 

 

The infrastructure and energy savings improvements are projected to save the LSED an estimated 

$6.5 million in energy and operational cost savings and capital cost avoidance over 10 years.  
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These savings can then be reinvested into other aspects of the building, which will allow the LSED 

to stay competitive in bringing high-quality events to its facility.  In addition to financial savings, 

upgrades to the Superdome are projected to save more than 6.2 million kWh of energy each year – 

which is enough to power over 460 homes.i    

 

“This project represents a fantastic opportunity to deliver solutions that will make one of the 

country’s most iconic sports and entertainment venues more sustainable and energy efficient,” said 

Dave Hopping, President of Siemens’ North American-based Building Technologies Division.  “The 

upgrades we’re implementing will help the Superdome provide a greener, safer, and more 

comfortable experience for fans while helping to address the facility’s evolving needs.”  

 

Lighting upgrades are a key component of the project.  Siemens has updated lighting in the seating 

bowl – replacing approximately 1,500 metal halide lights with 500 LED lights.  Not only is the new 

lighting more energy efficient and easier to operate, it will also improve guest safety and provide a 

more dynamic lighting experience on site and for television broadcasts.  LED lighting is also being 

added to corridors, parking garages, and exterior fixtures of the Superdome for enhanced visibility 

and safety for patrons.  
 

Additionally, Siemens replaced the stadium’s aging chillers and implemented its Demand Flow 

energy efficiency solution, which optimizes temperature set points for chilled water and condenser 

water.  Combined with a new building automation system, this technology will help reduce electricity 

usage by approximately 21 percent for a very energy-intensive component of the Superdome.  The 

new chiller plant optimization solution will also help reduce humidity and improve building and 

occupant comfort.  

 

Lastly, the Superdome’s facility management team will benefit from the Siemens Navigator platform, 

a software tool that facilitates easier building management through a customizable suite of services 

that enables monitoring of building system performance, energy demand, and energy supply more 

effectively. 

 

The LSED’s France could attest that while implementing the various energy efficiency measures, 

the stadium has not experienced interruption of service or delay of events.   

 

“Siemens has given us great support in continuing to ensure the Superdome is viable and 

competitive in attracting major events and serves the State of Louisiana positively,” he concluded.  
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Siemens’ Financial Services (SFS) Division is also supporting the project, providing the LSED with a 

$7 million municipal lease to finance improvements for the Mercedes-Benz Superdome under the 

performance contracting agreement.   

 

The Mercedes-Benz Superdome is just one of several sporting event and entertainment venues 

throughout the U.S. where Siemens provides various building technologies, including automation, 

fire/life safety, and security solutions.  Other large-capacity clients include MetLife Stadium (East 

Rutherford, N.J.), AT&T Stadium (Arlington, Texas), NRG Park (Houston), the Jacob K. Javits 

Convention Center (N.Y.C.), and the Los Angeles Convention Center. 
 
Demand Flow is a trademark of Siemens and/or its affiliates in some countries. 

 

About the Louisiana Stadium and Exposition District  
The Louisiana Stadium and Exposition District (LSED) is a state agency/political subdivision comprised of 
seven members appointed by the governor. The board's primary purpose is to plan, finance, construct, 
develop, maintain and operate facilities located within the District for events of public interest. The LSED is 
responsible for the John A. Alario Sr. Event Center, Mercedes-Benz Superdome, Smoothie King Center, New 
Orleans Saints Training Facility, TPC Louisiana, and Zephyr Field. 
 
About Siemens 
The Siemens Building Technologies Division (Buffalo Grove, Ill.) is the North American market leader for safe 
and secure, energy-efficient and environment-friendly buildings and infrastructures. As a technology partner, 
service provider, system integrator and product vendor, Building Technologies has offerings for fire protection, 
life safety and security as well as building automation, heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC), and 
energy management.  
 
Siemens Corporation is a U.S. subsidiary of Siemens AG, a global powerhouse focusing on the areas of 
electrification, automation and digitalization. One of the world’s largest producers of energy-efficient, resource-
saving technologies, Siemens is a leading supplier of systems for power generation and transmission as well 
as medical diagnosis. With approximately 348,000 employees in more than 190 countries, Siemens reported 
worldwide revenue of $86.2 billion in fiscal 2015. Siemens in the USA reported revenue of $22.4 billion, 
including $5.5 billion in exports, and employs approximately 50,000 people throughout all 50 states and 
Puerto Rico.  
 
To receive expert insights sign up for our Siemens’ U.S. Executive Pulse leadership blog. Follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter at: www.twitter.com/siemensUSA.  
 
Contact for journalists 
Siemens 
Amanda Naiman 
484-680-4427 
amanda.naiman@siemens.com 
 
Louisiana Stadium and Exposition District 
Sabrina Trahan 
504-587-3924 
sabrina.trahan@smgneworleans.com   
                                                      
i Upgrades projected to save 6,219,939 kWh/year, which is enough to power 462 homes according to U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies Calculator. https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator 
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